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l SEA AD?

“Strategic environmental assessment (SEA) is the term used to describe the
environmental assessment process for policies, plans and programmes
which are approved earlier than the authorisation of individual projects”
(Lee and Walsh, 1992, p.126).

“Environmental impact assessment for policies, plans, and programs — also

known as strategic environmental assessment (SEA) — (...)” (Therivel, 1998,
P.39).
“The term “Strategic Environmental Assessment” |(..) refers to a process that

integrates sustainability considerations into the formulation, assessment and

implementation of policies, plans and programme (PPPs)” (DEAT, 2007, p.1).
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AN analytical and participatory process that aims to integrate environmental
and social considerations into strategic planning and decision-making to
enhance its sustainability. (NESDC, 2019)
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: 2 AN1wWUNE (Business as usual: BAU)

A “business as usual” alternative represents how things would develop if
existing policies continue and “the plan” is not implemented. A BAU scenario
should be regarded as the benchmark or status quo reference against
which the plan and other alternative strategies are compared. “The Plan”
itself is assessed as a strategic option or alternative. If no plan is in place or
in process. (NESDC, 2019)

FNwliugIuLeddnagiaciig 1 enuusziuynseaes Nludsunluadéionsiode
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u ‘ E = 59N %\fuﬁa WOUUIAFE oUa LEUILTY59 ADUTALEIUT 9176 18



VYNNAINNKRNY

ngtdontaetdusdnu (No-action alternative)

t is best not to consider the business as usual scenario as “no action”
scenario. In fact it is best not to use the term “no action” at all in SEAs. It is
not an EIAR of a project where “no development” or no action means that the
proposed project will not proceed. At the strategic level the goal of an SEA is
to faciltate the preparation and implementation of a development plan in
ways which improve its sustainability performance. The concept of no action

does not sit well with a proactive strategic planning process. (NESDC, 2019)
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