


Fundamental Objectives

The EPBC Act 1999 governs strategic 
assessments in Australia, protecting the 
conservation of plants, animals, 
ecosystems, and historical sites.

The Australian Government puts MNES conservation at 
the highest priority. They use a practical process to assess 
the environment across the landscape, considering 
sustainability and intergenerational justice.

SEA is a method to incorporate environmental concerns into public 
policy and strategic decision-making, aiming to enhance public trust 
and ensure that government decisions prioritize the environment.

Conducting SEAs ensures environmental protection and integrates 
environmental factors into sustainable development strategies.

To achieve a plan for sustainable development

To promote sustainable development, control and decrease 
environmental impacts through strategic development and 
planning.

Australia

Canada

UK

China

Vietnam

The environment is impacted by population growth, urban expansion, industrial development, 
resource use, and technology. Protecting the environment is crucial for human well-being and 
growth.

NEPA policies aim to enhance well-being of people and the environment by promoting peace 
and harmony among society, economy, and nature for present and future generations of 
Americans.

The purpose of SEA preparation is to guarantee that environmental concerns are taken 
into account from the beginning of the planning phase and continue to be addressed 
throughout the development process. 

SEA is a planning process that integrates economic, social, and environmental factors, 
prioritizes alternative development, engages stakeholders, and supports local growth for 
sustainable development.

Key 
ideas

Environmental protection; 
Sustainable development; 
Harmony between society, the economy, and the natural world; 
Intergenerational justice; 
Government accountability, and; 
Controversy protection.
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Laws /Guidance

The Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation 
Act,1999

A Practical Guide to the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment 
Directive, 2005

Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 27 June 2001 on the Assessment of the Effects of 
Certain Plans and Programmes on the Environment.

The Environmental Impact Assessment Act of the People's 
Republic of China (updated 2018)

The Law on Environmental Protection of Vietnam

The Cabinet Directive on the 
Environmental Assessment of Policy, 
Plan and Program Proposals,2004

A Guide to Undertaking 
Strategic Assessment

UK

Australia

Canada

China

Vietnam

The National 
Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 (NEPA)

The United States 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) released the 
"Scoping Guidance" in April 
1981.

The National Environmental 
Management Act (NEMA) 
(No. 107)

Office, National Economic and Social Development Council, updated and released, 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Guideline, 2021

Key 
ideas

1. Countries that have both laws and guidance are Australia, the United 
Kingdom, the United States of America, and South Africa.

The US EPA published a paper in 
1990 titled "Public Involvement 
and the Environmental Impact 
Statement.".

Guideline Document: Strategic 
Environmental Assessment in 
South Africa,2000

2. Countries that have only laws but have clear guidelines specified in the 
laws are Canada, the People's Republic of China, and the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam.

3. Thailand is the only country with guidance, but it still lacks the necessary 
laws to support SEA.
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SEA’s Benefits Expectation

1. Early on in the planning phase, it became clear that there were specific goals for protecting MNES.
2. There has been an increase in confidence among local communities and stakeholders involved in future 
development.
3. Strategic-level assessment reduces redundant evaluations, decreasing the government workload.
4. It enhances the ability to attain environmental outcomes and efficiently manage the cumulative impacts 
at the community level.
5. It facilitates the establishment of management coordination and equilibrium, thereby enhancing the 
flexibility and efficiency of the planning process.

Dedicated to enhancing the quality of life for both present and future generations.

Create a sustainable development strategy to mitigate the environmental consequences 
of socio-economic and environmental development planning and promotion.

1. Productivity is enhanced by promoting positive environmental impacts and reducing negative ones.
2. Promotes development that is compatible with the environmental carrying capacity.
3. Advocates for sustainable development at the federal level
4. Conserves both time and money
5. Enhances environmental measurement at the project level
6. Encourages public accountability and improvement
7. Contributes to the development of comprehensive governance and accountability policies.

Integrate environmental impacts into sustainable growth proposals, planning, and 
development by implementing effective strategies to manage and mitigate them.

1. Actively providing updates on the progress of plans and programs; 
2. Recognizing the environmental opportunities and constraints linked to development, as well as 
the potential impacts; 
3. Providing guidance to ensure that development stays within sustainable boundaries;
4. Improving methods of managing environmental impact evaluations through establishing 
criteria and limitations for accepted changes.
5. The priority is environmental protection and enhancement at determined levels, rather than 
individual harm reduction.

1. Incorporate development planning to promote sustainable development by considering 
economic, social, and environmental factors and preventing negative effects on these areas.
2. Integrate strategic planning with interconnected plans, consider potential future scenarios, and 
improve national growth management.
3. Encourage public participation and involve different stakeholder groups in planning processes.

1. It is essential to guarantee that every subsequent cohort meets its obligation to safeguard the 
environment for the benefit of future cohorts.
2. It ensures that every American has access to an environment that is culturally exciting, visually 
pleasing, healthy, and safe.
3. Maximizing the efficient use of natural resources while preventing any negative impacts on the 
environment, public health, safety, or other pertinent considerations.
4. Enhancing the conservation and appreciation of historical, cultural, natural, and national heritage 
protects existing controlled environmental resources, assists in the distribution of resources, and 
reduces poverty.
5. Provide disadvantaged individuals with the best life possible.
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SEA’s Benefits Expectation 
(Key Ideas)

Planning  

1. Integrate strategic planning with interconnected plans, consider potential future scenarios, and improve 
national growth management.

2. Incorporate economic, social, and environmental factors in the development planning to promote 
sustainable development.

3. Create a sustainable development strategy

4. Support environmental proposal

5. Improved methods of environmental management

6. Focused levels environmental impacts rather than individual harm

7. Encourage sustainable mitigate measures

8. Encourage public participation and involve different stakeholder groups in planning processes.

9. Facilitate confidence of stakeholder to development proposals

10. Reduces redundant assessment

11. Enhances the planning process

12. Establishing criteria and limitations for accepted changes

13. Encourages the accountability of the decision-maker and the publics

14. Updated the progress of the proposals

Key ideas Planning  Implementation  Outcomes Enhancement

Implementation  

1. Promotes compatible development

2. Conserves time and money

3. Enhances environmental measurement

4. Maximizing the efficient use of natural 
resources

5. Enhancing the conservation and appreciation 
of historical, cultural, natural, and national 
heritage

Outcomes Enhancement

1. Improves outcomes of development

2. Enhance productivities

3. Distributed the resources, reduces poverty, 
provide disadvantaged the best life possible

4. Advocates for sustainable development

5. Enhancing quality of life

6. Guarantee the benefit of present and future 
cohorts

7. Ensure people could access the culturally 
exciting, visually pleasing, healthy, and safe 
environments

SEA’s Benefits Expectation 
(Key Ideas)

Key ideas Planning  Implementation  Outcomes Enhancement




